CHAPTER FOUR
BRITISH  SHIPPING
GREAT BRITAIN'S link with the rest of the world, on
which she depends so absolutely that she could not
live if she were cut off from it, is the sea. Everything
which Great Britain obtains from abroad, and every-
thing which she sells to other countries must first of
all be transported in ships. All these commodities
have to be brought into some harbour for shipment ;
they must all be swung out by cranes and lowered
into the great holds of ships. The foreign raw
materials used in British factories, the foreign wheat
ground in British mills, every commodity from
abroad used in Great Britain has travelled across
the sea.
It is necessary to stress this point if we are to arrive
at a real conception of what shipping means to the
island empire. Great Britain could be defeated and
ruined in a number of ways. If the rest of the world
were to adopt sanctions against Great Britain and
refuse to sell her goods or buy goods from her she
would collapse. If she were to become insolvent and
be unable to meet the obligations arising out of her
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